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POLICE — FIREARMS TRANSPORT 

Grievance 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [9.42 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police. I raise with 
her the serious issue of potentially illegal transportation of firearms throughout Western Australia, because of 
Australia Post not being a registered firearms carrier. After decades of firearms carriage by Australia Post, it has 
become apparent to Australia Post that it has been undertaking carriage of firearms across Western Australia 
illegally because it was not registered to transport firearms and remains so, choosing not to become a registered 
carrier now. In answers to questions put to it by Senators Bridget McKenzie and John Williams, on behalf of 
members of the Nationals WA, such as Shane Love, the member for Moore, who has also been seeking clarity on 
behalf of firearms owners and dealers across WA, Australia Post advised that it did not absolutely prohibit the 
lodgement of firearms and firearm parts in the mail. This has created a great deal of confusion amongst firearm 
owners and dealers across Western Australia, many of whom would not be aware that they are required to use one 
of the 13 registered carriers of firearms, of which Australia Post is not one. Instead, now we have firearm owners 
and dealers potentially breaking the law by mislabelling parcels containing firearms or ammunition they may send 
by Australia Post to avoid detection. 

On top of that, for the more than 40 years that the Firearms Act has been in operation, there was no requirement 
for carriers to be approved by the WA Police Force for transport of firearms and ammunition. The recent change 
to the regulations for transportation of firearms and ammunition has caused considerable financial and logistical 
hardship for owners and dealers across regional WA, particularly those north of Geraldton where no registered 
carriers operate. This requires firearm owners or dealers to travel thousands of kilometres to receive new stocks of 
guns or ammunition. The policy, after initially trying to ensure an over-developed compliance with the legislation, 
was so longwinded and detailed that it saw transportation companies simply refuse to transport firearms in 
Western Australia. Although the WA Police Force has since made further modifications to the regulations, 
reducing it to a one-page document, it has now become so vague, particularly about what constitutes a locked 
container, that many of the transport companies are still reluctant to transport firearms or ammunition because they 
cannot determine whether they are compliant with the policy. 

Most registered transportation services do not have statewide coverage, restricting services to the metropolitan 
area and the south west, with the only registered carrier that services the north of Western Australia no longer 
establishing new accounts for transportation of firearms or ammunition. In areas where transportation services are 
available, the industry is experiencing an exorbitant rise in costs, exceeding 50 per cent, since the introduction of 
the new regulations that are simply unaffordable commercially. Recent quotations from a registered carrier to 
deliver firearms to Esperance were between $1 500 and $3 000. This has caused the dealer to contemplate closing 
the business as it is no longer commercially viable to have firearms or ammunition delivered. If they were to 
continue, they would be required to travel to Perth and back two or three times each week to service the owners of 
firearms throughout that region. Another recent example was a bundle of firearms and ammunition sent to a dealer 
by a registered carrier just left in the driveway of the dealer for five days, even though a very expensive delivery 
fee was paid and clear delivery instructions were given. 

Although I understand the Commissioner of Police is actively seeking to have Australia Post register to become 
a carrier and has outlined some reasonable amendments to the regulations, should Australia Post not just be 
automatically registered because it is a valuable and essential service to areas of WA where commercial operators 
do not operate? It is happy to do the service, as stated earlier, but is hamstrung by the vague and confusing policy 
that covers firearm transportation in WA. The current regulations and policy are unworkable in areas outside the 
metro area or the south west corner of Western Australia, where regular and reliable firearms transportation is 
delivered. The policy and the system of firearms transportation across regional and remote areas of WA needs to 
be completely reviewed and a thorough root-and-branch overhaul needs to be undertaken. This needs to be done 
in full consultation with the firearms industry to ensure that we get it right the first time and do not waste public 
money with a lengthy and over-bureaucratic investigation of issues that the WA Police Force is already well 
aware of. 

I call on the minister to initiate an independent review of this very serious matter. We see illegal transportation of 
firearms, firearms thrown in the back of cars and transported to regional Western Australia because the police, the 
distribution companies and this government do not understand the severity of this issue, causing undue stress on 
the public by not having firearms carried safely right across regional Western Australia. I call on the minister to 
have an independent review as soon as possible to put this matter to rest so that firearms, which are the livelihood 
of many people in regional Western Australia to do their work, can be transported and delivered, and also so that 
dealers can conduct their business by ensuring that firearms can be delivered through Australia Post, and not taken 
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by the dealers themselves travelling thousands of kilometres throughout regional Western Australia just to be able 
to conduct their business. I call on the minister to institute a review of firearms transportation in Western Australia. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.48 am]: I thank the member for North West Central 
for his grievance. I have a great deal of empathy for regional firearms dealers and others in regional areas who 
want to transport firearms. This matter had its roots back in 2016 when the former government held a review. It 
had some form of consultation, and groups were set up involving some members of the firearms industry. Informal 
feedback that I have had is that many people who should have been part of that consultation process were not 
included. Be that as it may, I understand that in December 2016 the results of the discussions that the former 
government had with people representing the firearms industry and others were forwarded to the various dealers. 
That is where the issue effectively started—when the police firearms branch began a consultation process in 
2016 that I certainly was not aware of, and then the direction we are now in was set in December 2017. This was 
when the requirement for carriers to be approved began. I can see why there would be requirements for some 
approval process; we would want to know that firearms were being carried safely within Western Australia. Police 
also wanted to ensure that they were meeting the obligations in the Firearms Act 1973. I have raised this issue with 
both the former Commissioner of Police, who was in the position when the changes were initially made, and the 
current commissioner. I have not been happy with the number of complaints that I have received and I have asked 
the Commissioner of Police to turn his attention and the attention of very senior police to this, because it seems 
that the actions of the firearms branch were causing a lot of concern in the community, not just with firearms 
dealers, but sporting shooters and others who need guns potentially for their work or for legitimate sporting or 
recreation purposes. I also wanted people to be able to use businesses in Western Australia and not have to go to 
the east coast in order to either receive a gun or have a gun or gun parts repaired. The police started off with a small 
number of approved carriers and I might add that the current Commissioner of Police has delegated responsibility 
for this to Deputy Commissioner Brown, someone of considerable experience, to oversee the changes and have 
those high-level negotiations with Australia Post. I think there was an assumption early on that Australia Post 
would naturally be an approved carrier, because I understand it was doing the great majority of the transportation 
of firearms in Western Australia and probably Australia. Just to correct a couple of things, Deputy Commissioner 
Brown told the estimates committee in this place on 22 May that the number of approved carriers had increased to 
14; I note the member suggested that they were 13. This has been a growing thing, because I wanted people to 
have options for the transportation of firearms. Then Deputy Commissioner Brown confirmed on 28 June, so very 
recently, that the number is in fact 15 approved carriers. He said throughout this period of recent months that the 
police have been continuing to have detailed discussions with Australia Post. He said — 

… we are close to a solution that will likely see Australia Post step into the space to become an approved 
carrier … 

I have been waiting for that to happen for a long time and I feel pretty frustrated that it has not happened so far. 
I confirm for the member’s information that this is not a role that I, as minister, can interfere with. The 
Commissioner of Police has to enforce the Firearms Act 1973 and he has to approve the carriers. I cannot direct 
him to approve a carrier. The commissioner advises me that EnLog, Northline, Great Eastern Freightlines, 
Centurion Transport, Warren District Transport and Great Southern Specialised Transport are all approved 
regional carriers. I hope that will allow for the safe carriage of firearms in regional areas. I note that the very 
complaint that the member has received has been received by me as well; that is, some carriers in regional areas 
do not want to take on new customers. I, too, see that as a problem and I think we probably agree on the solution, 
which is to allow Australia Post to become an approved carrier. That is what I have asked police to work towards. 
Again, I cannot direct them to approve that. They have an approval process in place and there are certain criteria 
that an approved carrier has to meet. Just for the record, the 15 carriers are Armaguard, Prosegur, EnLog Pacific 
Holding Pty Ltd, Great Eastern Freightlines, Great Southern Specialised Transport, Linfox Logistics, 
Marair Dangerous Goods Specialists, Matrix GE Pty Ltd, Northline Pty Ltd, Pacific National Pty Ltd, Startrack, 
Stirling Freight Express, Toll Priority, TNT Express failsafe service and Warren District Transport. 
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